ipio]                   The Emperor's Childishness

There are still only a few people in Berlin but these few
have made haste to come to my house and all my evening
parties have been full. This seems strange after the quiet of
Kleinitz and it's an effort for me to take up the habit of
talking again. And what's more all I hear is not at all con-
soling. Bethmann is so taken up by the internal adminis-
tration of the Empire that he's becoming more and more
detached from foreign affairs which he leaves entirely to
Kiderlen, which is tiresome. It isn't a good thing for a
Chancellor to neglect these matters ; in contrast they say
that the Emperor personally busies himself too much with
them and people look upon this Sovereign more and more
as a great big Baby. You hear a crowd of people who
consider him childish and who say so without any mitigation.

Cambon doesn't seem to me satisfied with Briand. He
says he isn't a reliable person and that he hasn't confidence
in the future which he's preparing for France. One could
say the same about many other people, because it's lack of
confidence in all governments which characterises the present
moment in Europe. Cambon told me that the Turks were
making a mistake in having financial affairs with the Germans
rather than with the French who offered them greater facilities.
He also complained about Bompard's inadequacy. Accord-
ing to this evening's paper they are in fact thinking of
replacing the latter at Constantinople by Delcasse". The
Government here won't listen to Marschall who will be
ready enough to return home to his part of the world near
Freiburg. That's the man Germany needs in the East to
do her business for her and Wangenheim will be well obliged
to wait.

Tolstoi's flight forms the subject of numerous newspaper
articles. In my eyes this is only one more folly to add to-
all the other eccentricities of this man of genius who has
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